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RUKMINI4

The familiar Mahabharata story has been reduced into a beau-
tiful Malayalam drama with two ankas, each consisting of four
rangas or scenes. The dramatist Vazhakunnam introduces the
epic story in a new style. He uses verses whenever necessary.

The drama opens with the king Bhishmaka of Vidarbha and
his queen seated in the palace discussing matters connected with
the marriage of their daughter Rukmini, whose beauty and attrac-
tion remind of her newly attained youth. The king and the queen
conclude unanimously that Krishna is the best match for her. They
are aware of their son RukmTs enmity towards Krishna. Rukmi
tries in vain to separate Rukmini from Krishna. Narada and
Sisupala argue, regarding Krishna's qualifications to win Rukmini.

The second anka starts with the same matter being discussed
by the two priests, senior and junior. Both favour Krishna.

A parallel conference takes place between Dniyodhana, Kama,
Vikama, Rukmi and Jarasandha seated in a beautiful garden. They
plan optimistically for their friend Sisupala's success over Krishna
in winning Rukmini, at the auspicious wedding ceremoney which
had been fixed to selemnize in the near future.

4. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, Rukmini, Sreekrishna
Press, Trichur, 1945.
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